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Director's Note
I've worked in Community Theater all over the USA during the past 
thirty years. I've acted, been involved in all aspects of the technical 
side of theater and in 1977 I began my true love in theater, directing. 
I've directed many productions over the years but this one is very 
special. I was introduced to Quilters when I did lighting for a production 
at The Bay City Players in Bay City, MI. I fell in love with the story of 
the homesteading pioneer women and the beautiful songs that helped 
describe their everyday lives. Most of us today have no idea of the 
hardships they endured as they worked alongside their husbands to 
make a life for themselves and their families. I hope you will enjoy this 
story and the music as much as we (cast and crew) have enjoyed 
producing it for you. 

I want to thank my lovely wife, Lana, for all her hard work. I couldn't 
have done this without her. A special thanks to our Musical Director 
Ruth Ann Hanlin, Ken Holley, our Choreographer and, of course, the 
Warrens for their skilled accompaniment. I thank Peter and Ceil for the 
opportunity and this wonderful venue to do this show and, of course, 
my fine, dedicated cast and crew for all their hard work and long hours. 



Biographies
Terri Conatore (Margaret) has recently graduated and relocated from Houston, 
Texas, she works in a physical therapy capacity with children with developmental 
delays and teens with special needs. Her last stints on stage were the Houston 
Christmas Revels Chorus and several roles in summer theatre productions at the 
University of Southern Colorado. She is delighted and pleased to be here doing this 
again. The joys of her life are her husband Dennis and her three fur children (cats); 
Piper, Lily, and Ginny. She thanks Jim for giving her this opportunity and thanks her 
fellow cast members for their support, camaraderie and feedback.

Lana Eckman (Costumes and Properties Design) has been sewing and costuming 
plays in several community theaters around the US for over thirty years. She 
thoroughly enjoys theater, except acting. She will paint the stage, sew the costumes, 
do box office or even clean the floors, but she is a terrible actress. Naturally, her 
husband would enjoy directing.  It's actually a great fit - she does all of the small 
details he can't seem to get done.  Every time they move, the local community theater 
is a wonderful way to meet people and make friends. Their theater experiences in Las 
Cruces have been wonderful. They have enjoyed the Black Box since its conception. 
Doing costumes for this play was a labor of love. 

Jim Eckman (Director) has been involved in all aspects of community theater for 
over forty years. He was "hooked" on theater when he designed the lighting and 
sound for a high school production of Our Town in Indiana in 1962. He loves the tech 
side of theater, lights, set design and construction, sound, etc. Being seriously 
handicapped for the past 14 years has drastically limited his ability to participate in 
that side of theatrical productions. He has been directing productions for thirty years 
and has done every thing from old fashioned melodramas to Neil Simon. He and his 
wife have been living in Las Cruces for almost twelve years. He directed a few one 
act plays at LCCT and most recently directed Under the Sycamore Tree at the Black 
Box.

Mark Hammersmith (Stage Manager) came to Las Cruces nine years ago through 
Chicago where he got his first taste of theatre after service in the United States Navy.  
Currently a database applications developer at New Mexico State University, he has 
once again found a place in the local theatre scene working the booth for Song at 
Twilight, Under the Sycamore Tree, Big Love, Always Patsy Cline and Baby with the 
Bathwater for No Strings Theatre Company at the Black Box and stage managing 
The Sunshine Boys and Hello Dolly at LCCT.  

Ruth Ann Hanlin (Music Director) received her BM degree from Oberlin 
Conservatory of Music in l962, majoring in Violin Performance and Vocal Conducting.  
She has given many violin concerts and played in symphony orchestras wherever 
she has lived.  She also has conducted singing groups of all types in many cities, and 
has been Minister of Music in several churches over the years. She founded the 44-
voice Westside Community Chorale in 2002 when she was living in Rio Rancho, New 
Mexico.  Currently she is the director of the jazz singing group, The Close 
Encounters, associated with the Mesilla Valley Chorale, and is also the assistant 
conductor of the chorale.  It has been her pleasure to work with the singers in the 
play, Quilters. 



Biographies (continued)
Ceil Herman (Producer) is Artistic Director of NSTC where she directed Seascape, 
The Heidi Chronicles, 3 of Robert Patrick's Cheep Theatrics, A Kind of Alaska, The 
Lonesome West, Invisible Friends, Collected Stories, Gray, Broadway Bound, Here, 
The Turn of the Screw, Epic Proportions, Proof, Circumference of a Squirrel, Three 
Viewings, Cinderella Waltz, QED, Doc Holiday and the Angel of Mercy, Belle of 
Amherst, Wonder of the World, Underneath the Lintel, Nickel and Dimed, Aunt Raini, 
Mystery of the Rose Bouquet, The Little Girl Who Lives Down the Lane, Woman 
Before a Glass, Big Love, Vincent, Baby with the Bathwater, Brilliant Traces, What I 
Did Last Summer and 6 Dance Lessons in 6 Weeks. She has been Producer for all 
NSTC plays since the opening of the Black Box Theatre. She directed several plays 
at LCCT's One Act Play Festivals was well as Private Eyes and the award-winning 
Jake's Women. She has also directed for ACT, Sin Fronteras, and OCTS.

Peter Herman (Scenic & Lighting Design) is the Technical Director and Resident 
Designer for NSTC. He has had over 75 realized designs for NSTC and other 
companies. Some of his favorite NSTC set and lighting designs include Angel Street, 
A Kind of Alaska/The Lesson, Proof, and Circumference of a Squirrel. As a guest 
designer he has worked for ASTC, Creede (CO) Repertory Theatre, LCCT, lo-fi, 
OCTS, ACT, DAFT and Oñate High School.

Jessica Hernandez (Dana) is currently working as a file clerk in a doctor's office. 
She performed all through high school with the MHS Theatre Troup. Her last 
production was Vacancy in Paradise as the nurse. She would like to thank her friends 
and family and she would especially like to thank her boyfriend Seve. He made her 
remember she could do anything if she tried.

Kenneth D. Holley (Choreographer) is a student at NMSU. He is majoring in Dance 
as well as Mechanical Engineering Technology. He studies dance with Debra Knapp 
and was suggested to look into this opportunity for his background in dance and 
theater as a performer here in Las Cruces and also his high school participation. He 
has come to NMSU for his high school in Albuquerque where he participated in many 
play performances and many other arts oriented activities.

Caryl Weber Kotulak (Sarah) was born some seven decades ago in Omaha, NE. 
She has a B.S. in Education from the University of Nebraska and has taught 
Montessori Elementary and High School.  She came to Las Cruces as a "snowflake" 
in 2000 and was so enamored that she moved here permanently in 2005. She is 
mother of 3 sons and a daughter and grandmother to 2. Las Cruces has seen her in 
Black Box productions of The Cemetery Club and Steel Magnolias, as well as And 
Then There Were None and Hello Dolly at LCCT. She is on the board of the Dona 
Ana Arts Council.

Next at NSTCNext at NSTCNext at NSTCNext at NSTC
Enchanted AprilEnchanted AprilEnchanted AprilEnchanted April
by Matthew Barber 

from the novel by Elizabeth von Arnim
directed by Nikka Ziemer

Performances April 17 - May 3, 2009
"Enchanted April is as good as they come: a lush, thoroughly refreshing theatrical 
holiday. Escape has seldom seemed so sweet. A magical triumph." LA Times.



Biographies (continued)
Megan Walker (Jenny) is the oldest of 8 children and has lived most of her life here
in Las Cruces. She graduated with honors from NMSU with a degree in Fine Arts. 
She has performed in several local productions over the years, including A Golden 
Age: Remembering Radio,  LCCT's Man of La Mancha and Ravenscroft, and NSTC's 
Angel Street. She currently works at the NM Farm and Ranch Heritage Museum as 
Exhibits Designer. Her part performing in the recent Ghost Tours at the museum as a 
Shalam Colonist Francis Newbrough Howland got her noticed by director Jim 
Eckman who told her about auditions for this play. She would like to thank her family 
for all their support.

Connie Welch (Jody) first appeared on stage at 6 holding a big yellow sunflower as 
her skirt accidently fell down to the ground. She survived that mishap to go on to later 
perform in the chorus of Pirates of Penzance in high school. Over the past 13 years, 
she has performed in several dinner theatre plays. She was the housekeeper in Man 
of La Mancha. She learned about the technical side of theatre while doing lights and 
sound for The Golden Days of Radio at Cattleman's Dinner Theatre. She has also 
been in a play at the Gallery Café, two plays at BBT, Prelude to a Kiss, and Nickel 
and Dimed. She is happy to be performing here again. She loves to write, play drums, 
and dance.

Danny Wade (Light & Sound Board Operator) is a medical transcriptionist from 
Knoxville via Pittsburgh. He is a member of Soulverse, a spoken word/poetry group in 
Las Cruces, and has worked at the Black Box Theatre as Light Board Operator for 
Baby With The Bathwater,The Complete History of Las Cruces (Abridged),What I Did 
Last Summer, Delicious Nut, Copenhagen, and as a house manager. 

Authors' Acknowledgement
The authors would like to gratefully acknowledge the inspiration derived from 
the original quilt design "The Sun Sets on Sunbonnet Sue" as designed and 
executed by the Seamsters Union Local No. 500 of Lawrence, Kansas, and 
the inspiration provided by Grace Snyder and Nellie Snyder Yost in their book 
"No Time on My Hands.

The authors would also like to gratefully acknowledge the following texts and 
individuals as invaluable resources in the development of the play "New 
Discoveries in American Quilts" by Robert Bishop; "American Quilts and 
Coverlets" by Robert Bishop and Carleton L. Stafford; "Marguerite Ickis: 
letters of a Woman Homesteader" by Elinore Pruitt Stewart; "Our Homes and 
Their Adornments" by Almon C. Varney; "American Folk Poetry - An 
Anthology" by Duncan Emrich; "Women's Diaries of the Westward Journey" 
by Lilian Schlissel; "Aunt Jane of Kentucky" by Eliza Calvert Hall; "Pioneer 
Women - Voices from the Kansas Fronteir" by Joanna L. Stratton; "The 
Prairie Home Companion," Garrison Keilor, Minnesota Public Radio; "A Little 
Better Than Plumb" by Henry and Janice Holt Giles; " A Harvest Yet To Reap 
- A History of Prairie Women" by Linda Rasmussen, Lorna Rasmussen, 
Candace Savage, and Anne Wheeler, and "Wisconsin Death Trap" by 
Michael Levy.  



We Thank Our Current Donors 
(Donations from January 1, 2008 to March 8, 2009)

Angels ($1000 and above) Jody Bromberg, Don & Arlene Dohr, Chris 
McDonald in memory of Mary Bochmann

Benefactors ($500-999) Anonymous

Sponsors ($250-499) Jim & Lana Eckman, John & Isobel Hernandez, 
Joe & Heather Pfeiffer,  Vern & Merlyn Risser, Judith Scott & Paul 
Thomas

Patrons ($100-249) Hector Acosta, Eileen Arnold, Wanda Arnold, Guy 
& Georgia Bachman, Jerry & Mona Beck, Dr. Phyllis Blazer, Namie 
Brandt, pat & Bruce Cameron, Honey & Arne Devins, Billie Edington, 
Paul & Judy Finch, Pat Grace, Mark Hammersmith, Marilyn & Dave 
Hansen, John & Mary Hayes, Richard & Carmen Hoekstra, Maryce 
Jacobs, Joan Jensen, Alex Keatts, Caryl Kotulak, JE & June Lee, 
David Lemen in Honor of Caryl Kotulak, William & Christina Little, Jim 
& Maggie Locatelli, Julie Marineau, Katie McLane, Mike Meeks, 
Charles & Jean Murphree, Joe & Heather Pfeiffer, June Piety, Robert 
& Martha Potter, Catherine Quinones & Kenneth Paul, Beverly 
Singleman, Gayle & Bill Smithers, Marc & Katrina Space in Memory of 
Rachel Space, Randy & Linda Trotter, Blanca Valle, Tom & Karen 
Warren

Supporters ($50-99) George & Sandy Abernathy, Virginia Beattie, 
Fred Blanco,  Bonnie & Bob Burn, HH, Phil & Val Hosford, B. Dianne 
McLeod, Mike Meeks, Annie & John Selden,  Mel & Dia Taylor, Rita
Varagona, Ivy & Fred White, Bruce & Mary Wilson, Naida Zucker & 
Rich Spellenberg

Donors ($25-49) Joe Ann Adams, Rebecca Courtney, Andy & Cecile 
Frank, Sherry Gara, Bernie & Buzzie Lieberman, Harold A. 
Morgenstern, Rose Nakayama, Sue Parry, Sam's Club, Shirl Soules,
Peter & Ellen Young

Contributors (up to $24) Deb Brunson, Harold & Marcella Dineen,  
Jerry & Ellen Saige, Loretta Stephenson, Danny Wade

Corporate Matching Donors IBM

Interested in helping out as a donor or volunteer? Pick up a flier 
in the lobby to find out how! NSTC is a 501(c)(3) non-profit and 
your donations are tax deductible.

ABAB

To find out about all the exciting plays, guest artsts and  music at the 
Black Box Theatre, visit us at www.no-strings.org and click on 
Upcoming Events and Music at BBT.


